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statesmen who did the right thing must have deliberately caused a disaster, and it would have been no excuse that under the existing system a time would arrive when anyhow the Budget would be scarcely balanced. The facts were that the time had not as then arrived. It was in 1930 that the invisible exports fell on balance from natural causes, while furnaces were being slaked down at the same moment. To have caused that disaster consciously and set the country on a firm basis would have convulsed world trade and required a Napoleon. That, in effect, was what the critics of Mr. Baldwin can be seen to have demanded.
Moreover, Mr. Baldwin well knew that the mysteries of a tariff programme had to be secret and esoteric, whereas under a democratic constitution even a tariff system would have to have had general approval and open growth. If a leading nation was to have made a reversal of economic policy it must have done so at a single blow to reap any benefit. It would have been impossible to have explained a scientific tariff to an electorate. It was a task for a dictator, and beyond the ability of Parliament to effect. An Order in Council would have been the only procedure, and no pure party leader would have been strong enough to withstand the reactions. For years the sincere Protectionist has only had the single alternative of retiring from Parliament or abandoning the cause.
In addition to the interests that existed on the Free Trade system, Shipping, Insurance and Finance, Mr. Baldwin had to contend with the growing power of the over-centralised Trade Unions. They, too, from being a function in the State, had acquired an acknowledged interest in affairs of the nation. Although Protection and the chance of employment would for many years past have pleased the self-respecting workman, it would not have suited the Trade Union system. If the State had been prepared to protect the standard of living of the worker there would not have been the same need for the worker to protect himself. Labour only organises to protect human life from sweating